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Scarcity spurs water conservation campaign
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A village in Dharmapuri district shows the way in mobilising people’s support for a celebrated cause

T Ramakrishnan

CHENNAL Selvi and Ponmalar,
young mothers with two
children each, hail from agn-
cultural families in Sandai-
patti village near Morappur
town in Dharmapun district
in the western part of the
State,

While Selviis an agricultu-
ral worker and a beneficiary
of the 100-day rural job
scheme, officially called Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS), Pon-
malar's family owns about
2.5 acres of land.

They differ from each oth-
er on several matters - for
example, on the impact of the
MGNREGS.

sut, when it comes to wa-

ter, they are together. Six Women of Sandaipatti village tin D

months ago, they went
around their village as part of
the community water walk to
identify water resources,

[t 1s not just that they are
conscious of scarce availabil-
ity of water i their village
but also they are aware of us-
ing tools such as water bud-

'
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geting. Besides, they are
getting sensitised to various
ways Lo save water.

Water security plan

They are all part of a team,
Community Change Man-

agement Group (CCMOQG),
which takes upon itself the
task of drawing up a water
security plan for the Sand-
aipatti village. The CCMG In-
cludes both the young and
the old, members of water

harmapuri district explaining features of

users’ associations, retired
government employees or
teachers and Dalits.

One may not have to be
surprised about the kind of
interest shown by Selvi and
Ponmalar 1n water 1ssues as

their district is known for
water shortage, both in
quantity and quality. [Their
block, Morappur, notorious
for overextraction of ground-
water resources, has been
chosen by the Union Minis-
try of Drinking Water and
Sanitation for a two-year-
long project to achieve
drinking water security in a
holistic manner ).

But, what is refreshing 1s
that even in areas, known for
high rainfall or better water
availability, the idea of water
conservation is catching up,
as evident in the Kilathivak-
kam village of Acharapak-
kam block in Kancheepuram
district. *

A. Govindasamy, presi-
dent of the water users’ asso-
ciation in the village, feels
that better water manage-
ment practices not only lead
to saving water but also sav-
ing money, especially for
farmers, After taking to the
System of Rice Intensifica-
tion he now uses three kg of
seeds per acre whereas, till
recently, he was using 30 to

35 kg.

In the nearby Keezhmaru-
vathur, Baskara Reddiar and
his entire family are an ex-
ample of how higher produc-
tivity can be achieved, using
less water. Terms like micro
irrigation, precision farming
and drip fertigation, a prac-
tice of conjunctive applica-
tion of fertilizers and water
to crop plants, are no longer
Latin to Govindasamy, Bas-
kara Reddiar, Selvi and Pon-
manlar.

Sandaipatti and Kilathi-
vakkam are among 200 vil-
lages spread over six districts
which have been identified
for the programme - Model
Villages of the Blue Green
Movement.

The other four districts are
Tiruvallur, Salem, Cuddalore
and Tiruchi,

The programme, concep-
tualised and implemented by
the Centre of Excellence for
Change (CEC), requires the
villages to work towards pro-
tection of all water sources,
shared water vision, drinking
water for all, preservation of
every drop of water, 1m-
proved water and crop pro-

ductivity, enhanced farm
income, zero tolerance of
open defecation and above
all, a clean and green envi-
ronment,

All  these should be
achieved by the application
of principles of community
participation, accountability
and transparency.

The CEC, which provides a
platform for experts from
different sectors for conver-
gence of ideas and action in
the areas of water and food,
facilitates the establishment
of single-window informa-
tion and knowledge centres,
It is in these centres that offi-
cials of departments of Agri-
culture, Horticulture,
Agricultural  Engineering,
Agricultural Marketing, Ani-
mal Husbandry and Fisher-
ies besides Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University offer
their expertise to discerning
agriculturists in improving
their farm practices, while
underscoring the impor-
tance of water conservation.
According to the CEC, [a
body formed by officials
from a variety of government

hodies and institutions ol
higher education,| Tamil Na-
du’s per capita availability of
water resources s only 200
cubic meters a year against

the national figure of 2,200
cubic meters.

Agriculture consumes 86
per cent of the available wa-
ter in the State. Ill-managed
irrigation systems, coupled
with popular farm choices
for water-guzzling crops, are
responsible for pushing Ta-
mil Nadu into, what the CEC
describes, a “water scarcity
trap.”

It is for all these reasons
that the Blue Green Move-
ment should be extended to
all other villages and this is
possible only when the State

Government adopts the
Movement as its own, says a
CEC representative. In

Sandaipatti, the first water
budget was recently pre-
pared largely with the help of
the CEC officials.

“Next time [which will be
in June], we ourselves will
draw up the budget,” Selvi
and Ponmalar say with a
great deal of confidence.



